[OPTICAL BIOPSY FOR DIAGNOSIS OF ESOPHAGEAL MUCOSAL CHANGES IN CHILDREN].
To analyze the value of confocal laser endomicroscopy in diagnostics of upper gastrointestinal tract mucosa changes in children. In the current study a total of 116 children aged from 3 to 18 years old undergo conventional endoscopy with confocal laser endomicroscopy supplemented with mucosal biopsy followed by traditional histology in the period from 2011 until 2014. To determine the prognostic value of the of probe based CLE in the evaluation of normal and pathological changes of the esophageal mucosa a comparison of results of optical biopsy with the data obtained during the standard histological examination were performed. After results of probe-based CLE and traditional histology were comprised optical biopsy showed 88.8% sensitivity and 88.3% specificity to esophagitis with Spearmen correlation 0.79 (p = 0.001); 92.3% sensitivity and 95.3% specificity to metaplastic changes of esophageal mucosa with Spearmen correlation 0.85 (p = 0.001); 92.4% sensitivity and 95.2% specificity in differential diagnosis of esophageal polyps with Spearmen correlation 0.95 (p = 0.001). Confocal endomicroscopy may become one of the leading methods in pediatric gastroenterology since it allows the endoscopists to inspect the mucosa at the cellular level during the endoscopic procedure and can help in establishing the diagnosis.